25X1 

25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


r 


Approved For Release 2003/08/07 : CIA-RDp80-00809A000500260168-5 

25X1 


CONFIDENTIAL 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

INFORMATION REPORT 


COUNTRY 


SUBJECT 


^LACE ACQUI RED 
|DATE ACQUIRED^ 
DATE (OF i L fo . ) 


Poland 


Uranium Excavation Areas in the Southwestern 
Part of Poland: Labor /Training and Salaries/ 
Production Techniq ueo/Security Measures 


25X1 


25X1 


A#*4^ffw* tut maV«o~«l otMMl, 

I or rm uaitio »t*tu. »i t« in tm t mian ma or titl* i*. jcctioms ?»>) 
ads 7 * 4 . or fxt U.l. COOI . *■ AMIMDIS. Ifl r«ANlMll|ION 0 » «(v( 

LA T I 0 n or IT» COmTCATI to 0 » ACCtt't »» am unAijThOA I /CO II 

IflUUgJlI 


MiMh i^ftiffliiinifiifi I miifiirifu ii rginiii T iii 

THIS is UHEVALUATED information 


25X1 



NO. OF PAGES ^ 


NO. OF ENCLS . 


25X1 


1* *The following information dates uo to 


\lp3: 


£• "Uranium excavation activities in tne southwestern part of Poland (close to the 
Czechoslovak border) are carried on under the supervision of the Dolno Slaakle 
Kopalnie j Kowary (Lower Silesian pits in Kowary) „ This name wa!s given to the uranium 
enterprise when the first uranium excavations were started ic ]the Kowary urea, 
excavations have now been resumed on a larger scale (after considerable 
the pits). 


extt :\s:!.c)r..s of 


^Also in the Kowary arg?a lead^ nickel and copper mines* Quite some time a^o 

/date unspecified | j these mines were being worked. Since then ; there has 

been no excavation whatsoever. 


"Uranium 


excavations have alec been resumed in. the districts east of Kovary in the 


area of Walbrzych. 

I ! Uranium Pits Near Kowary , 

5. "There are a few dozen uranium pits located” southwest* of Kowary. Digging takes place on 

the northern and southern slopes of the Granaty Mountain chain * /See map of area 
available on loan from the CIA Map Library^/ j 

6. "Around 800 civilian miners are working in the pits. In addition, at least two to three 

companies of soldiers from military labor units stationed in Kamienna Gora are assigned 
to each shift. I 
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7* "There is a third category of labor which is hired to work in the Kovary uranium 

excavations and this consists of the former pupils of a special preparatory school for 

miners in Swiebodzice. This group lives in tvc bearding houses run by the State* For 
around 70# of their income, they receive from tnese State -run boarding houses complete 
room and board, as well as their civilian clothing* 

8* "Courses in this special preparatory school for miners, the sc-calied SPP School 
(Szkola Przyapobienia Przemyslowego ) last from five to six months. During their 
training periods, the pupils spend half of each week on theoretical problems and the 
second half on the practical angles of their professional training. This practical 
training is carried out in the uranium pits in Wa.ltrzych, where ore excavations are 
in a primary stage. 

Uranium Pits in the Walbr zy ch Area 

Pits near Kozice 

9 # ^Theoe pits are located north of the small settlement of Kozice (built formerly for 

miners working in the old Schuckin shaft)* Branching off to the left and the rightj 

of the side rood from Kozice to Foniatov and approximately half a kilometer from 
Poniatow itself is a wire fence surrounding an area approximately l£ km in length and 
1 km wide. /jBce map of area available on loan from the CIA Map Library^/ To protect this 
area, apart from the wire fence, there are also observation towers on which revolve 
searchlights illuminating the surrounding terrain in all directions every nigh' 

10* "Right by the entrance to this 'uranium compound* are the barracks of a . . attachment 
which has been specially stationed here to guard the Kozice and Julfanovo pits. (The 
Julianovo pit is located farther to the east. ) The K£V/ detachment consists of 
approximately two companies. They are billeted in the one- story ouilding on the 
right side of the entrance to the compound while tr.e commander and all security check 
rooms are located on the left side. , 


25X1 "Up to the present time, 


P-9537 j approximately 1.8 shafts have been worked. 


The 


excavations are mode into the various slopes, going to a depth of 100 to 200 meters. 
Very often there is no yield. Excavation operation ore abandoned if the chemical 
tests show that there is no uranium present, The equipment for these raining operations 
is rather primitive. For example, there are no adequately installed lifts in the 
shafts. Large vats are used for carrying workers op and down, two at a time. The 
vats are also used for bringing up the brick a ar.d roc*' ■*. v nich are then tested for their 
uranium content. 

12. "The Kozice pits have thei r own self -run workshops for tools arid machinery. E> Lot 
is mechanized to only a small degree and mos t of * n*-' T *ming is done wit r. ornr. ■» 
drilling and boring machinery (by means of :cmpr* ; s -i air). 


- . *. *.*-J .v abandoned a-jc: 

* . w o.-.d also alonr v<c- xoaci . 

Vela • Fr om w bat 1 could see 

.-.jai.Lv *ransported from the Koz-i 


■d b; 


: •• v when it has been 
i.es on which metal containers 


13* "Some of the 18 shafts on the slopes have alr-ed;. 
this summer ^1953 77 boring was started on ■ n*- \ -■ 

All over the area, waste piles of grey reek are 
only a very small part of the excavated rock 1' 
plts to outside spots for further processing. Tt.i 
cleaned in a rather primitive fashion, i: t.rar..iro 
have been placed. 

Ik. "Mining is done in three shifts, day and night. Moro Mur ICO minei -■ v*.xk on each 
shift, among them some pupils from the Swiebodzice preparatory mining school going 
through their practical courses in the shafts. Tt>.is practical Gaining is called 
Akcja Kamien (active stone excavation). Actually, the r ..p, is work under unhealthy 
and dangerous conditions in the uranium operations. 
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15 • "Hegular miners in these operations are paid extremely high salaries. A mining 

specialist, one working as head of an underground brigade (na przodku ) , i 6 in a position 
to make as much as 3000, or even 5000 zlotys, per month. There are special premiums 
for discovering ura ni u m . Regular employees working in the offices connected with the 
pits receive higher pay than they would in regular industries. For example, a young 
typist receives a monthly salary of around 900 zlotys. The miners are given special 
overalls and shoes, appropriate for workj in uranium ore pits. They also receive good 
food in their canteens. Even before 3 January 1953 (when all over Poland food rationing 
was still obligatory) , uranium miners received milk., fat and meat in rather considerable 
quantities. All employees in these enterprises are well paid and well fed. 

l 6 # "Every day all employees in these enterprises have to go nhrough very strict security! 
checks. Each miner is personally checked and searched upon leaving the mining area. 

If even a small piece of stone is found on anyone who is unable to prove proper authori- 
zation, he is taken to prison. 

Julianowo Pits 

17 • "Julianowo (German: Kolonie Alt- Juliansdorf ) is around five kilometers northeast 
of Kozice. The uranium ore pit area is located near a side road which encircles 
the hill north of Julianowo. JEee map of the area available on loan from the CIA 
Map Library^ The pit area of Julianowo is larger than that of Kozice, being at least 
two kilometers in length and l£ kilometers in width. Also, there are more ^ • hero. 

Over 1000 miners are employed, working in three shifts. There is a email ^ . of appren- 

tices from the Bwiebodzice preparatory mining school. 


18. 


"In this area, excavation methods are much more mechanized, 
with the waste piles of rock by a nor row** gauge railway line 


The shafts are connected 
Furthermore, the ventila- 
tion system is not as primitive as it is jin Kozice. The reason for this higher degree 
of mechanization might be that the shafts here are of a more permanent character and 
the production of uranium ore is much higher than it is in Kozice. 

19 • "This area is also under the very careful guard of a special KBW detachment. 

20, "The Julianowo pits operate a mo for pool I to serve both excavation areas. 


21 . 


New_^cgay^ion_Jl^empts Southeast of Swiebodzlce 


1 an at. tempt to rind, uranium 

20Al ore in the area southeast of Swiebodzice and between Mckrzeszov and Komorow. ^See 
of the area available on loon from the CIA Map Library. 7 

22. "Several pits for uranium excavation are I in operation around -He i/j.ckv. Z&rrj area." 
j/No further information is available^/ 

Available on loan from the CIA Map luorary is a map of the uranium excavation areas 
near Kowary and Walbr' ,, nch, and between M okrce^cv and Komorow , This map is drawn to 
25X1 a scale of 1:100,000 To borrow map calll | Uap call number - 

8U580-R7 j 1 

- lend - 


73?. IT 55M 
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